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CThe Most Generally
Observed of All

HRISTMAS i= of all the festivals
c the meost generally observed In
i the western world. It is the uni-
versal holiday eof Christendom, and
the general phases of Its uhservance
are in their essentials s:milar in all
sountries. It Is a sort of common
ground on which we all meet for, at
least, one day in the year.

In its religious aspect the festival
is & remembrance of the Christian
Mith—the gift of God to the world of
1 dlv{ne Savior. Out of that central
and dominant idea, no doubt, grew up
the practice of selecting Christmas,
above all other seasons, as the time
for friends to bestow gifts upod one
another, and, for all who can, lo ex-
tend charity to those In need.

Althcugh not so old as the religlous
feature, the domestic and soclal fea-
tures of the festival date back to very-
early times, at any rate, to times that
are eariy in our history.

For centuries Christmas has been
pre-eminently a season of home-gath-
ering, when absent ones return and
the family circle is once more com-
pleted, or as nearly completed as the
changes snd chances of life make pos-
sible. With home-coming was assocl-
ated good cheer, and so Christmas
came to be a season of feasting and
merrymaking.

In England during the Middle ages,
and for many generations after the
Middle sges had closed, the Christ-
mas season, which included at least
a whole week, and Hturgically 40 days.
was given over to merrymaking of
warious kinds, some of which have
gene the way of many of the customs
of our forefathers. For instance, there
was the bringing of the Yulelog to
be lighted on the fireplace on Christ-
meas eve with much ceremony and re-
Sicing. We have no Yule-log for there
are but few fireplaces now. The name
of the log recalls another name for
Chiristmas, which was anciently called
ed is still known as Yuletide or
Pule-time.

Christmas. o
The origin of Christmas or Ohrist's-

situal, “Ite missa (or massa) est,” 1s
® be found In the second chapter of
St. Luke's Gospel. Its observance B
»0t 8 development, having existed from
the earllest days ef Christianity. I»
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CAROLS AS PART OF I

THE CHRISTMAS
SERVICE.

HE origin of the Christmas carol
is uocertain. It is probably as
old ss Christiapity. Indeed,

Bishop Taylor In his “Great Exemplar”
remarks that the first carcl I8 the

hymn of the angels to the shepherds
in the plalne of Bethlehem:

“Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward men.”

In the Fifteenth century carols were
widely used throughout Europe. In
fact, the first pleces printed by the
very first printers were carals. In one
of the oldest collections appears “The

Boar's Head,” which used te be sung
as that old Qish was carried to the
table during the Christmas revelry:

The Boar's Head in hands I bring

‘With gariands gay and birds singing;
1 pray you all to help me sing
“Qui estis in convivio!"

tles of the Christmas season.

pretext for getting mobney.

came obsolete.
land.

_mmmm“dhm.

Pursue your night and morrow,

i And join In ouf embraces,

“The Boar’s Head" represents one
of the convivial carols or "jolle chan-
sons” which had their place at the
feasts, dances and other gay festivi-

In Shakespeare's time bands of
jtinerant singers used to wander about
the streets and make their carociry a

‘During the Eighteenth century earol-
ry declined greatly, and many of the
quaint old customs which had marked
Christmas festivals for centuries be-

Carolry still exists in parts of Eng-

In Wales it has been preserved to
a still greater extent, while Ireland,
too, has her Christmas caroling in
time-honored style. France has its
“Noels,” and in Italy Christmas carols
have been sung since the time of St

Ceme gather here.
Let sinned against and sinning
Forget thelr strife’s beginning.
Angd join In friendship now;

Under thie holly bough.
Ye who have loved sach other,

In this fast-fading year;
Mother and sire and child,
Young man and maiden mild,

Come, gather Lere,
And let your hearts grow fonder,
As memory shall ponder

Each past unbroken vow;

Old loves and younger woolng
Ar) sweet in the renewing,
Under the holly bough.

Ye who have nourished sadness,

BEatranged from hope and gladnesa,
In this fast-fading year;

Ye with o'er-burdened mind

Msde aliens from your kind-
Come, gather here.

Let not the useless sorrow

If ¢'er you hoped, hope now—
Take heart, uncloud your faces,

Under the bolly bough,
—Charles Mackay.

HRISTMAS 15 not merely a festi-
val celebrated by and for man
alone. Among the folk lore of
other countries are several quaint ste-
ries in which animals and birds give
evideace of thelr adoration. A well-
known Bosnian legend offers a version
of world adoration—they claim that
on the holy day “the sun In the east
bowed down, the stars stood still; the
mountains and forests shook and
touched the earth with thelr summits,
and the green pine tree bent; the
grass was beflowered with the open-
ing of blossoms; Incense sweet as
myrrh pervaded upland @nd "forest;
birds sang on the mountain tops and
all gave thanks to the great God.”

In Bosnla on Christmas day a sheaf
of rye Is put into birds' nests and bird
housea for the birds' Christmas. A
stranger, stranded In a Michigan town
was once startled to see a sheaf of
rye In a bird box. He knew immedi-
ately that one of his kind lived there
and was keeping Christmas in the
old way. -

An old Indien legend tells us that
on Christmas night all the deer In
the forest kneel In adoration before
the Great Spirit, Woe te him, how-
|ever, who tries to spy upon them.

He is punished with perpetual stiff-
. ening of the knees.

Many people of the old world clalm
that on Christmas night animals are
gifted with speech, but none must tres-
pass or, eavesdrop,

The Greater Need.

Little Horace—My mamma says may-
Le you'll give my papa a safety razor
for Christmas,

Department Store Santa Claus—Yes,
little man, I think I will,

Little Horace—Hadn't you better
keep It and use It yourself 7—Puck.
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Have You See
Old Santa?
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CThe Joy of
the True Spirit
of Christmas
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RE you willing to forget what
you have done for other people
and remember what other people

have done for you; to ignore what the

world owes you, and to think what
you owe the world; to put your
rights In the background, and your
duties In the middle distance, and
your chances to de a little more than
your duty in the foreground; to see

that your fellow men are just as real’

as you are, and try to look behind
their faces to thelr hearts, hungry for
joy; to own that probably the only
good reason for your existence is not
what you are going to get out of life,
but what you are golng to give life;
to close your book of complaints
against the universe, and look around
for a place where you can Sow a few
seeds of happiness—are you willing
to do these things even for a day?
Then you can keep Christmas.

Are you willing to stoop down and

consider the needs and the desires of

little children; to remember the weak-

ness and loneliness of people who are
growing old; to step -asking whether
your. friends love you, and ask your
self whether you love them enough to
bear in mind the things that other
people have to bear on their hearts;
to try to understand what those who

live In the same house with you really

want, without waiting for them to tell

you; to trim your lamp so that it will

give more light and less smoke, and to
carry it in front so that your shadow
will fall behind you; to make a grave
for your ugly thoughts and a garden
for your kindly feelings, with the gate
open—are you willing to do these
things even for a day? Thea yeu can

keep Christmas.

Are you willing to belleve that love
is the strongest thing in the world—
stronger than hate, stronger than evil,

than death—and that the
blessed life which began in Bethlehem
nineteen hundred years ago Iz the
image and brightness ef the eternal
love? Then you can keep Christmas.
And If you ean keep it for a day, why
not always? But you can never keep

it alone.—Dr. Henry Van Dyke.

Seft Sugar Vanilla Waferse. "

2 genercus flavering eof vamilla.
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DECEMBER ACROSTIC
F THE fo_n:;tng words are

Initials will spell the name of
something relating to Christmas.
As a further help, we will say
that-each word has three letters:
1. A small insect.
2. Word used In speakl
ocean tide.
B. More than one.
4. Word used in asking ques-

6. Adjective meaning not

8. A small part of the bedy.
7. Head ceovering. ;
8. Verb to be mistaken.

9. Month of the year.—Sue-

HE message of Christmas is love.
Its emblem is radiant, thankful,
contented childhood. Without
love and without children there could
be no real Christmas. The form might
survive but the substance would be

Unhappy must be the adult whe cap-
not make himself a child agaln io
spirit at the Yuletide. For Christmas
is the universal children’s day.
and women are superfluous except as
they make themselves partners with
those whom the day glorifies.

Let us, then, lay aside the affecta-
tion and arrogance of manhood and
womanhood and be children again.
Let us adopt their point of view and
put ourselves In their places—in the
places_of these sons and daughters
of ours and of the sons and daughters

COream together two cupfuls of soft
sugar and one eupful of buiter. Add
the yolks of five eggs well beaten and

than those ouwr childrem
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St. Nicholas, the |
HolyManofthe &
Fourth Century &
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St. Nichelas, archbishop of Myra,

At this time, when preparations ares

being made for the celebration of e~
birthday of the Christ-child, it is gl
ticularly fliting that we N, o
thing of the character of - Roly
man of the Fourth century snd »e-
member some of the legends 3
bring him so ciese 10 us at fas -
time.

Strange to say, while St. Nicholag Is -
regarded as the special guardidn ef
children, virgins and sallors, he came -

to be regarded as the patron saloi :"-

robbers, from an alleged

with thieves, whem be .
restore some stolen goods to B 8

proper owners,

In various parts of the oid worll M
s customary for the elder members
the famlly to place little presenis
the shoes as. well as the steckings

St. Nicholas’ day. In convents fhe
young women used to plaee silk stoel-
ings at the door of : .
the abbess, with a paper nﬁ s
ing them to “Great St. Nichelss of ¢
her chamber.” ,

While the embiem of the
golden balls Js derived from the -
bard merchants, yet St
las |s frequently pictorially
as bearing three golden balls ow
the origin of which can be trae
an aect of the salnt which has
down to us in the form of an
astical neotation.
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